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in 19135 they carried 208,000,000 tons in 1930. They
have carried 300,000,000 tons of freight in 1931.
The concrete task laid before M. Rukhimovich, as
Commissary of Transport, was to reconstruct the
Soviet railway system, by renovating the old railroads
and building new ones wherever necessary and possible.
The main problem of the transport situation in the
Soviet Union is to bring the Russian railroads to the
level of efficiency of American railway transportation.
M* Rukhimovich has made a beginning in that direc-
tion.
Nearly a year ago he sent a committee of Russian
railroad men to the United States to pick an American
engineer for the job of reorganizing Russia's motive
power. He took the best engineer the Baltimore and
Ohio railroad had to ofier, Mr. Charles A. Gill, who
is now "curing1' Russia's sick locomotives, rebuilding
its dilapidated cars and reorganizing its railroad shops
on an American basis.
M. Rukhimovich has done other things in that
direction. He has imported American locomotives and
is reconstructing Russia's railroad tracks to adapt them
to the broader dimensions of the American engines.
He has organized fleets of automobile freight trucks.
He has started work on the construction of sixteen
branch railroads in Kazakstan and in other places.
Rukhimovich waa born in a peasant village near
Rostov-on-the-Don. He is at this writing 44 years old.
His father was a blacksmith. The family was poor and